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FROM: BOB GILLULY
SPORTS NEWS EDITOR 
MONTANA UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA--Chances are good that three Montana high school track records -will
he broken when the 5̂ -th annual Interscholastic meet opens on the Montana University 
campus in about a week. As a matter of fact, seven of the state's cindermen already 
have unofficially cracked a mark or have fallen inches short.
Probably the tightest contest for a new state record will occur in the Class AA 
shotput, where three performers have already broken the record of 55 feet three-eighths 
of an inch set by Cut Bank's Bob Frisbee in 1958* Leading the parade of sphere-tossers 
is Anaconda junior Wayne Estes, who has a throw of 55 feet 10 inches to his credit.
Right behind him is Cliff Hysell of Helena, who has thrown the shot 55 feet 9 3 A  inches. 
And a third performer, Jerry Fitzsimmons of Butte Public, also has gone over the 
55-foot mark this spring.
Butte Public's Nate Edington stamped himself as/potential record-breaker at the 
Helena relays, tossing the discus l62 feet three inches. This approached the state 
discus mark of 162 feet eight inches set by Jim Roban of Great Falls in 1953’
Another top battle should occur in the javelin toss. Ed Johnson of Troy tossed 
the spear 210 feet this spring to shatter the 197-foot record posted by Roy Gustafson 
of Corvallis in 1938* Two men in the Class AA ranks--Bob Miller of Great Falls and 
Ken Christison of Flathead--have been flirting with the 195-foot mark all spring.
The other Interscholastic records seem reasonably safe. In the sprints, the 
records of 9*8 in the 100 and 21.6 in the 220 set by Bob O'Malley of Butte in 1933 
probably will not be challenged, unless sprinter Larry Questad of Park County improves 
his performances, Questad, who won the 100 and tied for first in the 220 in 1959> has 
run the 100 in 9»9 and the 220 in 21.8 seconds,
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The ^-40-mark of ^9-9 seconds set by Frank Damaskos of Missoula in 1957 seems in 
little danger. Missoula's Ray Merwin set the half-mile mark of 1:58.7 in 1956, and it 
is possible that distance ace Ray Wherley of Loyola (Missoula) high school could come 
close. Jim Kittell's mile record of k ; 2 J .6 has not been seriously threatened since it 
was established in 19^5*
Both hurdle marks probably will stand. The record of 1^.8 seconds in the high 
hurdles was set by Don McAuliffe of Butte in 19̂ -8, while Connie Orr of Missoula set the low 
hurdle standard of 19.6 seconds in 1953•
In the pole vault; the oldest state record on the books will undoubtedly endure for 
another year. Walt Custer; currently a Missoula businessman; vaulted 12 feet 10 inches
way back in 1931. Last year's only new record-- six feet six inches in the high jump by
Bob Hoppe of Townsend--is not in immediate danger.
m
IHTIiKSCHOIASTTC ITEMS.................
A notable figure missing from the 5̂ -th Interscholastic will be the late Dr. Asa 
Willard of Missoula. Until his death on the eve of the big meet last year; Dr. Willard 
had served 'as an official at every Inter scholastic since its inception in 190̂ -.
Last year's record number of entries--1353--may- be shattered in I96O; according to 
general chairman Charles Hertler, About 700 of the contestants will compete in track; 
while the rest will be divided among drama; speech; golf; tennis; and editorial entrants.
One major change in Interscholastic rules stipulates that girls may not compete in 
both tennis singles and doubles. I11 recent years; girls who tried to compete in both 
events often suffered from extreme fatigue; and several matches were defaulted when the 
girls were unable to finish their events.
In the 190^ Interscholastic; some 100 entries from 15 Montana high schools competed 
in track. Missoula won the meet with 23 points; with Butte scoring 18, Helena l6;
Bozeman l̂-g-, and Kali spell 1 3.
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